
The European Alliance 
of Companies for Energy 
E!  ciency in Buildings

Helping the European Union 
to meet the Lisbon Agenda and 
its Kyoto commitments, and to 
improve energy security

 450 million tonnes of CO2 could be saved 
 annually through practical energy saving 
 measures in buildings according to our detailed
 studies, accepted by the European Commission.  
 This is around one-eighth of Europe's current 
 emissions. Implementation would create over 
 3 million job/years of employment. 

 EuroACE members believe that a major part of 
 the EU's Kyoto commitment can be met through 
 practical energy saving measures in new and 
 existing buildings, where over 40% of Europe's 
 energy is consumed.

 Building energy e!  ciency measures are the most 
 cost-e" ective of all available technologies. They 
 can result in cost savings per tonne of carbon 
 dioxide saved, and increase competitiveness.

 These cost-e" ective measures will increase 
 the viability of emerging renewable energy 
 generation technologies.

 The Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 
 has substantial possibilities. EuroACE is seeking 
 to ensure that each European government 
 maximizes the potential.

 The Energy End Use E!  ciency and Energy Services 
 Directive will ensure an extra reduction in energy 
 consumption of 1% each year. It needs early and 
 full implementation.

EuroACE welcomes the fact that energy e!  ciency is the stated 
number one priority of the European Energy Commissioner 
Andris Piebalgs. His Action Plan on energy e!  ciency needs to 
be implemented swiftly and in full. 

This o" ers the ªquickest, most cost- e" ective and most politi-
cally acceptable wayº of meeting the EU's targets: on energy 
security, improved competitiveness, employment growth, and 
combating climate change. However, research shows that, to 
date, few governments have ensured that even a fraction of 
the potential for energy saving in buildings is achieved. 

EuroACE companies have a total turnover of 140 billion euros 
and employ 328,000 people. Current membership includes: 
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International

BING
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Honeywell

Hunter Douglas

Huntsman 
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Paroc
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Rockwool 
International

Saint-Gobain Isover

Skanska

Somfy

United Technologies

URSA Insulation

VELUX A/S
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Building energy e!  ciency 
improvement measures

Current obstacles 
to progress

www.euroace.org

Scope for building energy 
e!  ciency improvement

 Are immediately available

 Rely on proven technology

 O" er wide spectrum of technologies

 Are suitable for buildings of all sizes and functions

 Have a strong linkage to sustainable development

 Create employment, with consequent reductions 
 in bene# t payments

 Are highly appropriate to an enlarged EU

 O" er a massive contribution to the 
 EU's commitments on climate change

 Improve energy security by 
 reducing the need 
 for imported 
 energy 

 Lack of recognition that Europe's record of 
 improvement on energy e!  ciency is poor

 Fragmented policy approach by 
 European institutions

 Con$ ict with other powerful lobby groups

 Lack of # nancial incentives

 Lack of minimum regulations for existing buildings

 Only 3% of Structural Funds can be devoted 
 to improving housing

 Lack of consumer knowledge

 In many member states, VAT on energy-saving 
 materials is at a higher rate than on the energy they 
 are designed to save, despite the fact that member 
 states can lower VAT on such materials to 5% 
 (the lowest rate)

 For rentals, a di" erent party pays for energy 
 usage than for a building's capital cost

 Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 
 refurbishment requirements do not include 
 homes or smaller commercial buildings

Lighting

Ventilation

Insulation

Glazing

Sunshades

Heating/cooling controls and equipment
Regenerative Drive Elevators 

On-site alternative energy installations


